
A Glimpse of Korea
In Consideration of Wonsan Medical Work of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Mission.es£>

1.

--Itinerating Party on the March. Each little campaign requires miniature
commissary and quartermaster department.

2.

—Summer house and lily pond in old palace grounds, Seoul.

3.

—Widest street in Seoul, leading up to entrance to an old palace ground.

T
here are good reasons for believing that for the time being Korea is the most im-

portant mission field in the world, since from recent developments it appears to

competent observers that the Lord may be raising out of this little nation an evan-

gelistic agency for the great Far East.
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Note the strategic location of the Port of Wonsan,
the keg to Eastern Korea.
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T
ins “ Land of Morning Calm ” is a peninsula reaching down from Manchuria be-

tween the Yellow and Japan Seas toward the southernmost island of the lapanese

group ;
it is surrounded by China, Asiatic Russia, and Japan geographically, and

IS under the control of Japan politically. Korea has a coast line of more than 1,700 miles

in length, with tides running as high as 28 feet on the west side (causing dangerous cur-

rents and variations in depth) and but a foot or two on the east side. The area is eighty

to ninety thousand square miles—somewhat larger than Kentucky and Tennessee com-
bined—and lies between the parallels of latitude passing through Cleveland, ()., and Chatta-

nooga, Tenn. Very mountainous, it is rich in varied mineral deposits and the valleys are

very productive. The temperature generally averages lower than in the same latitudes

with us; the summers are trying on account of the rainy season, that lasts about two

months, between June and September; the winters are severe; in the spring and fall

the weather is most delightful. Agriculturally the products are those of the temperate

zone
;
animal life is varied—cattle fine and large ; horses diminutive but strong ; dogs and

pigs disgusting and always in evidence. The largest and most impressive of the wild

animals are the tiger, leopard, bear, wild boar, and deer. Wild fowls are numerous and

of great variety. The country has long since been denuded of its fore.sts. e.xcept in the

extreme north ; the most common tree is the pine. The hillsides are often beautiful, with

their luxuriant growth of grasses and profusion of wild flowers.

The natives number about eleven million. Their food consists mainly of rice, beans,

millet, buckwheat, fish, and potatoes and other vegetables
;
they are cooked by boiling

and frying. Some wheat is grown for the manufacture of alcoholic li(]uor, of which large

quantities are used; drunkenness is common among the unconverted. Tobacco is very

generally used, being smoked in long-stemmed pipes.

The ordinary Korean home is a small, one-story, tile-roofed or straw-thatched

house; the roofs are supported by upright timbers, between which is a lattice-work

plastered lieavily with mud on both sides
;
the floors are made of flat stones also plastered

over with mud, and beneath these are parallel flues running from the fireplace in the

kitchen to a small smokestack outside the house. 1 hese heated floor.^, carpeted with mat-

ting, take the place of chairs and bedsteads, and consequently the shoes are not worn in-

doors. The dimensions of the rooms are commonly 8 feet by 8 feet, by 6 or 7 high.
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T
he Korean might be recognized anywhere in the world by his distinctive style of

dress, which among the higher classes is very elegant. (olton, linen, and silk
are the materials used most commonly. He is gentle and generous in disposition,

but marred and warped by heathenism so that indillerence to sutlering and injustice are
marked. 1 ime-honored customs as to morality, and pride ns to appearances have lieen
a great protection in the absence of Western ideals of righteousness and honor. In the
Korean are large poss-bilities of development. “ Intellectually he is quite the equal of
Japanese or (. hinese, and develops (juickly under education. Hy rommon consent the
best address of the International Student Federation in 1906 at Tokio, wlietc all the
leading races of Asia were represented, was made by a Korean.

'

Without a national fotm of religion, ancestral worship has been of some peculiar
benefit, and Shamanism, which is demon worship, has been an awful curse; while
Buddhism has flourished and declined, and ConliicianiMii, a system of agnostic clhics, lia.s

prevailed among the higher classes.

The first Roman Catholic missionary reached Korea in 1863. 'I he first Protestant
influence was brought to bear through the Rev. John Ross, a Presbyterian missionary in
Manchuiia, who visited Korea in 1873. ^ Ite first Protestant mi.ssionnry to reside in
the country was Hr. 11 . N. .Mien, al.so a Presbyterian, who arrived in 1S84

; he brought
missions and missionaries into high favrir through medicine and surgery. In the spring
of 1885 two Presbyterians and two Methodists entered this newly o|)ened and inviiing
field. The work lias grown wonderfully ; the great revivals of lute years, with large
increase in converts both as to numbers and in spiritual earnestness and zeal, have at-
tracted the attention of the ( hristian world. Reports of the M. K. Church, South, mi.s-

sion for fourteen months preceding last September showed that during that lime there

had been an increase in membership of about 70 per cent.

Our strongest mission forces now at work are those of the Nortliern and Southern

Presbyterian Churches and the Methodist E[)iscopal and Methodist Episcopal, South,

Churches of the United Slates ; the Canadian and Australian Presbyterians, and the

Church of England.
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C
OMITY and co-operation among the various mission bodies is a feature of the gen-

eral work; eloquent witnessing for the new-found Christ with profound conviction

and faith as to the gospel and its power to save, together with demonstration of the

same, are notable features in the individual.

Ix)oking at the map, the dots may be seen representing the locations of mission

stations. Those of the M. E. Church, South, are at Songdo, Seoul, Choon Chun, and

Wonsan. In Seoul, the capital and metropolis, with nearly 300.000 people, we have

allotted to us a very important section of the city. In Songdo, one of the cities ranking

next to Seoul in size, and at one time the Korean capital, we have our largest work.

Choon Chun is a newly opened and promising station. ^VonsaQ is the most important

port on the east coast, located on a magnificent bay with a good harbor.

Special attention is invited to Wonsan, where our need for a hospital is urgent.

Medical work has been carried on here for about sixteen years, and it has become widely

known North, South, and West as a place where there is a foreign missionary doctor.

The time has long since been ripe for the building of a hospital ; this undertaking is not

an experiment ; it is not a venture, but a proven and recognized necessity in the labor of

love for the spiritual and physical uplift of a people whose confidence we have, and who
to the number of about one million are dependent upon us for those benefits that can

come only through a Christian hospital well etiuipped and manned. In our other sta-

sions the construction of buildings has been largely completed or provided for; at Won-

san this largely remains to be done. With better facilities and location the increase in

number of treatments, including operations, at our Wonsan dispensary was last year

about 3,000 : but the dispensary can not meet the demands upon us; many cases come

to us from distant points, it may be two hundred miles away, and we are not prepared to

properly care for them. On the line of the railway, which please note, there are six or

seven mission hospitals, with others to the west of this line ; but to the east there is not

one.
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Knowledge of medicine and surgery among Koreans is almost nil, save the lim-
ited and primitive use of a few roots and herbs ; many of the practices of so-called
native doctors are not only cruel but dangerous to life. The most common and

most dangerous practice is the use of the “chim," an instrument in size and shape like
the one-half ofa steel knitting

needle; with no idea of clean-
liness, this “chim” is driven
repeatedly into the body for

a depth of from one to four

inches at the site oflocal injury
or disease, or throughout the

body at symmetrical points

in case of general disease ;

hot irons are used for
counter irritation and for

opening abscesses.

An interesting case at

the old dispensary some
years ago was that of a young
girl operated on by Ur.

Hardie for the removal of a

rare form of abdominal tu-

mor. She was brought into

Wonsan on her brotlier’s

back a distance of about one
hundred miles

;
the tumor

had partially been converted
into an abscess by a Korean
doctor thrusting directly into

it a hot iron. She had a

close call, but in due time

was able to walk back home.
Wonsan is the only

place with any prospect of

a properly equipped and
manned mission liospital in

the near future on all the

east coast. Note the strategic

location of this port, the key
to Eastern Korea.

It is urged that there be prayerful consideration of the fact that there is pressing need
for §5,000 by our Hoard of Missions for the construction of the Wonsan hospital, which
will be largely a r-elf-supporting institution.

The following books are especially recommended, and can be obtained through the

M. E. Church, South, Publishing House, Nashville, Tenn.

:

“ Korea ; In the Nearer and Farther East.” Zweimer & liiown. Paper cover,

30 cents.

“ The Passing of Korea.” II. li. Hulbert. (Historical and descriptive
;
very com-

plete and beautifully illustrated.) $2.85.
“ Korean Sketches.” J. S. Gale. §1.

“The Vanguard.” J. S. Gale. (A novel.) $1.50.

“Every-day Life in Korea.” Gifford. §1.25.

“Korea: The Hermit Nation.” W. E. Griffis. §2.50.
“ Ewa.” W. A. Noble. (A Novel.) $1.25.

“fifteen Years Among the Top-knots.” L. H. Underwood. (Mrs. H. G.

)

I1.50.
“ The Call of Korea.” H. G. Underwood. 35 cents.

“Korea: Land, People, and Customs.” G. H. Jones. 35 cents.

Copies of this leaflet may he obtained from the Methodist Publishing House at

Nashville, Tenn. Price, 3c. each
;
25c. per dozen.


